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Farmingville, NY - O n the morning of February 28, C ounc ilwoman V alerie M . C artright (seated lower left) joined P as tor
Gregory Leonard and Robert E . Lewis , along with other Setauket res idents  and congregation members  for a ceremony
at Bethel  A ME  C hurch. During the ceremony, the P reservation League of New York  State des ignated the A merican
Indian  and  A frican-A merican  community,  Bethel  C hris tian  A venue-Laurel  H ill  H is toric  Dis tric t,  an  endangered
his toric  s ite. A lso in attendance were Supervisor Ed Romaine and A ssemblyman Steve Englebright.

"O ur  community  is  deeply  grateful  to  the  P reservation  League  of  NYS  for  validating  the  his toric  and  cultural
s ignificance of the Bethel C hris tian A venue H is toric  Dis tric t and bringing attention to the threats  that endanger it,"
said A ssemblyman Steve Englebright. "By des ignating this  his toric  community as  one of their 'Seven to Save' s ites ,
the  P reservation League  has  s ignaled  that  they  are  in  our corner as  we  work  to  ensure  that  the  Bethel  C hris tian
A venue C ommunity continues  for generation after generation into the future."

Supervisor Romaine  said, "The  his tory  of Native  and A frican-A mericans  in  Brookhaven Town is  as  rich and deep
rooted as  any other races  or nationalities . I t is  important that we preserve our his toric  s ites  so future generations
have  a  better  unders tanding  about  the  contributions  and  sac rifices  that  people  have  made  to  make  our  country
great."

The  P reservation  League  of New York  State  "inves ts  in  people  and  projec ts  that  champion  the  essential  role  of
preservation in community  revitalization, sus tainable  economic  growth, and the  protec tion of our his toric  buildings
and landscapes . We lead advocacy, economic  development, and education programs all ac ross  the s tate."

"Today  the  P reservation  League  of NYS  des ignated  the  Bethel  C hris tian  A venue  H is toric  Dis tric t  as  one  of our
2014-15  Seven to  Save. This  important  his toric  community, centered  around  the  Bethel  A ME  C hurch, has  been
home  to  Native  and  A frican A merican families  for hundreds  of years . O ur des ignation will  help  shine  a  s tatewide
spotlight on the neighborhood and highlight the need for its  preservation,"  commented Erin Tobin, Regional P rogram
Direc tor at the P reservation League.

The  area  is  rich  in  his tory, the  C hurch  itself  was  founded  in  1848  and  is  one  of the  earlies t  A frican-A merican
churches  on Long Is land and was  cons idered to be a religious , soc ial, cultural and educational hub for the community.
The nearby Laurel H ill C emetery contains  graves tones  that date back as  far as  the early 1800s .



"A t one time, there were many his torically s ignificant communities  of Native and A frican-A merican heritage along the
U .S. eas t  coas t. Unfortunately, due  to  harmful  events , they  disappeared. We  do  not  want  that  to  happen  in  this
his toric  dis tric t," s tated Robert E . Lewis , P res ident of H igher Ground Inter-C ultural and Heritage A ssoc iation.

"The des ignation of this  his toric  location in C ounc il Dis tric t O ne will help protec t both a phys ical location and a link
to  A merican  Indian  and  A frican-A merican  culture  in  the  Setauket  area. I t  is  of great  importance  that  our  entire
community draw attention to this  his toric  location and continue to celebrate its  pas t,"  said C ounc ilwoman C artright.
"Thank you Mr. Lewis  for your efforts  and hard work in acquiring this  des ignation. This  State des ignation is  cons is tent
with the Town's  Des ignation of this  area as  the Bethel C hris tian A venue Laurel H ill H is toric  Dis tric t in 2005. A s  the
new C ounc il  Dis tric t O ne representative, I  am committed to continuing the work of the former C ounc ilperson Fiore-
Rosenfeld in the preservation of the his tory and heritage of the Setauket area. "
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